
Dear Parents & Guardians, 

The first term has drawn to a close and report cards were sent home Wednesday Feb-
ruary 4. SK reports consist of anecdotal comments and Gr. 1-6 students received com-
ments and letter grades for each subject of the Ontario curriculum. When conducting 
assessments, teachers give greater attention to the quality of work at the end of a unit 
or term (as opposed to averaging results over a course of study). This is done with the 
consideration that students need time to develop concepts, and to practice skills before 
presenting their best work for assessment. The first page of the grade 1-6 reports con-
tains assessments of students’ learning skills and work habits. These are important 
social and work skills that are considered essential for student success. Please help 
your child to appreciate his or her strengths and to chart a course that will help him or 
her be successful as s/he works toward the next steps. 

As last year, there is no assigned interview day set aside, but should you wish an inter-
view please contact the teacher via the tear-off portion on the report.  You may wish to 
visit in person or on the phone. Communication is certainly critical in ensuring that we 

all support your learner. Please know that you are invited to call your child’s teacher at 

any time should you have questions or concerns. 

Please take time to read the very important, attached notice about the changes affect-
ing bell times and transportation zones for next September. These changes will be af-
fecting schools across the OCDSB. 

With the snowy & icy conditions of late, we would like to remind those of you who drive 
to the school to please use extra caution and reduce speeds when driving. These 
measures will help to keep all of our students safe. We also ask that when dropping 
your child off on Parkfield, please make sure that you stop beyond the bus zone. As 
buses are sometimes late in the morning, please don’t stop in front of 
the school until after 9:20. We encourage you to drop your students off 
on Carlaw, which runs behind the school. This is a quiet street and al-
lows students to enter the school grounds directly. 

Best Regards,   

Leslie McLeod, Principal 
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Where We Like to Be! 

Children in grades 2-6 are invited to skate Mondays, Tuesdays  
& Fridays during the second recess-provided they can tie up 
their own skates. A Big Thank you to all of the parent volun-
teers who are helping our students to enjoy this wonderful oppor-
tunity. 

Juniors are busy learning Triple Ball and are honing their skills 
during intramurals. A team will be chosen from the participants 

Please remember that some of our students and 
staff are sensitive to scent. Please refrain from 
wearing strongly scented products when you visit 

the school.  

 Thank you  

Scent Free School 

Upcoming Dates 

 

Feb. 9-20: Student Trans-
fer Application Period . 
Information about trans-
fers can be found at 
ocdsb.ca under the 

“Parents” tab. 

Feb. 11: School Council 
Meeting 7:00 in the       

library.  

Feb. 13: Professional   

Activity Day. NO SCHOOL                                            

Feb. 16: Family Day-NO 

SCHOOL   

Feb. 24: Toonie, Loonie 

or Quarter...Tuesday.  

Please make a donation 
to the OCDSB’s Educa-
tion Foundation which 
helps out students and 

families in the OCDSB 

                                          

 

 

http://www.briargreenps.ocdsb.ca


Grade 3 Parents: Middle French 

Immersion 

Parents of grade 3 students re-
ceived information about the Middle 
French Immersion program at 
Knoxdale Public school. Students 
who register for the program will be 
invited to visit their new school to-
ward the end of the current school 
year. We have sent home a survey 
letter asking you to please let us 
know as soon as possible whether 
your child will be attending 
Knoxdale or is remaining at Bri-
argreen. This important information 
affects our staffing number for next 
year. 

School Tours 

School tours are offered on the first 
Monday of the month at 9:30 and 
the first Thursday of the month at 
1:00. If you know of families who will 
be new to our school next year 
please let them know of this oppor-
tunity. Visitors will have a chance to 
view the school and ask questions 
about our programs. Interested visi-
tors can call the school office to 
confirm the availability of a tour. 

Appropriate Clothing 

Thank you for sending your children 
with the appropriate clothing  during 
these colder days. Please make 
sure that your child’s clothing is la-
belled (especially mittens and hats!) 
as these often go missing.  An extra 
pair of socks in the backpack in 
case of wet feet is a good idea as 

well.  
Special School Fundraiser 

Thank you to Tony Tong, owner of 

MidEarth Travel, an Ottawa-based 
travel agency, that specializes in all-
inclusive vacation packages, includ-
ing Caribbean Cruises, Sun Destina-
tion Resort Packages, Disney Theme 
Park and Accommodation Packages, 
and China Tour Packages.  

MidEarth Travel also offers tour 
packages within Canada, the United 
States, and Europe, discounted air 
fares, and hotel reservations.  

For every vacation or tour package 
purchase made by you and your fam-

ily, MidEarth Travel will give you 
$80 off the purchase and donate 
$50 to the school. Please use the 
attached  business card when mak-
ing your travel plans. 

 

Clubs at Briargreen 

Did you know that students currently 
have the opportunity to participate in 
the following clubs? Encourage your 
child to listen to announcements and 
take part in the fun! 

  -Jump Rope    -Choir    -Chess 

 -Dance        -Junior Triple Ball 
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Other News 

LOOKING AHEAD 

-Our walk zone area is increasing for next year and many students who are receiving transportation this year will 
no longer be bused to Briargreen. If there are any intersections or crossing areas that are of particular concern. 
Please let the school know as we will be asking the City of Ottawa to help us make this transition safely. 

-We have email addresses for most of our school families. In an effort to save paper, we would like to begin 
emailing school newsletters next  month instead of sending a hard copy. If we do not have an email address for 
you, we will continue to send you a paper copy. Please let us know if you would prefer to continue 
receiving a paper copy.  

-When the weather finally warms up again, look for our “Greening the Tree” contest which will  
encourage students and staff to walk, ride & roll to school, or to walk or jog at recess promoting a 
healthy lifestyle and active transportation.   

Ottawa Public Health News: Kids and Mental Health 

One in five children in Ontario has a mental health problem. Changes to your 
child’s mental health may not be obvious. 

Warning signs to look for: 

Mood swings and changes in eating habits. 
Headaches and sore stomach. 
Low energy and not sleeping well. 
Missing school and/or having trouble at school. 
Spending less time with friends and family. 
Wanting to be left alone. 
Feelings of anger and rage. 

Remember: 

Listen to your child and trust your judgment. 
You are the best person to notice changes. 
Talk to your child’s teacher, he or she may have seen some changes too. 
It’s okay to ask for help and talk to your family doctor. 

For more information on kids and mental health please visit 
www.kidsmentalhealth.ca , www.cheo.on.ca/en/cheomentalhealth, or Ottawa 
Public Health at 613 580-6744, www.ottawa.ca/health. 

http://www.kidsmentalhealth.ca
http://www.cheo.on.ca/en/cheomentalhealth
http://www.ottawa.ca/health

